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Thursday, February 7th, 1901.

Viscount DILLON, President, in the Chair.

The following gifts were announced, and thanks for the
same ordered to be returned to the donors:

From the Author :—The Old Gate-house of Lincoln's Inn. By W. Paley
Baildon, F.S.A. 4to. London, n.d.

From the Author :—The Great Mosque of the Omeiyades, Damascus. By K.
Pheno Spiers. Fol. n.p. n.d.

From the Author :—Queen Elizabeth at Helmingham. By J. A. C. Vincent.
8vo. Exeter, 1900.

From the Author :—The Monument in Toddington Church, Beds., to Lady
Maria Wentworth. By W. L. ltutton, F.S.A. 8vo. Derby, n.d.

From Kobert Steele, Esq., F.S.A. :—Antiquarische Untersuchung der unweit
Tondern gefundnen g'oldnen Homer von P. E. Mliller. ito. Copenhagen,
1806.

From the Author :
1. Inventories of the Parish Church of St. Peter Mancroft, Norwich. By
W. H. St. John Hope, M.A. 8vo.. n.p. n.d.
2. Recent Discoveries in the Cathedral Church of Norwich. By W. H. St.
John Hope, M.A., and W. T. Bensley.LL.D., F.S.A. 8vo. n.p. n.d.

From J. W. Clark, Esq., M.A., F.S.A.:—Four volumes of original sketches by
the late Professor Willis of architectural antiquities in England, France,
Italy, etc.

R. E. Goolden, Esq., was admitted Fellow.

On the nomination of the President, the following were
appointed Auditors of the Society's Accounts for the year
1900:

William Minet, Esq., M.A.
William Paley Baildon, Esq.
Arthur Henry Lyell, Esq., M.A.
Lionel Henry Oust, Esq., M.A.

The PBESIDENT having referred in appropriate terms to the
death of Her late Majesty Queen Victoria, Patron of the
Society, and to' the consequent suspension of the Society's
meetings until after Her Majesty's funeral,
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242 PEOCEEDINGS OF THE [1901,

It was proposed by J. G. WALLER, Esq., seconded by E. W.
BRABROOK, Esq., C.B., and carried unanimously :

" That as by the death of Her late Most Excellent Majesty
Queen Victoria the Society of Antiquaries of London is with-
out a Patron, an humble Address of Condolence be presented
to our Sovereign Lord King Edward the Seventh, on the loss
which the nation has sustained by the death of His Royal
Mother, and congratulating His Majesty, at the same time, on
His happy Accession to the Imperial Throne of His Ancestors,
and praying Him, that He will be graciously pleased to con-
tinue to this Society that Royal favour and patronage which
it enjoyed under His predecessors, its illustrious and ever

. honoured Patrons."

The PRESIDENT also referred in suitable terms to the loss
which the Society had sustained by the death of Mr.
Christopher Knight Watson, M.A., who was for many years
a Fellow, and for twenty-five years Secretary to the Society.

J. L. MYRES, Esq., M.A., F.S.A., read the following notes on
some examples of Senams in Algeria:

" The data on which this note is based were collected in the
spring of 1900 by Mr. David Randall-Maclver, M.A., Laycock
Student of Egyptology at Worcester College, Oxford, and
Mr. Anthony Wilkin, B.A., of King's College, Cambridge, in
the course of a visit to some of the less frequented parts of
Algeria. A general account of this journey has already been
published by Mr. Wilkin,* and a full discussion of the ethno-
graphical results by both explorers.t By the kindness of
Mr. Randall-Maclver, however, I am allowed to submit to the
Society of Antiquaries the substance of his notes on a class of
monument, which appears to be common in the neighbourhood
of the great Roman site of Lambessa, and in the more cul-
tivable parts of the valley of the Firis river, about Bou
Homar; and which, while it stands apart from the main
object of his investigations, attaches itself closely to the
Tripolitan monuments which have been described by Mr.
Swainson Cowper and by myself under their popular name of
Senams.

Even more clearly than in Tripoli, the word senam (mean-
ing merely ' idol') is used in Algeria for any ancient monu-
ment which consists of large stones. But whereas in Tripoli

* Among the- Berbers of Algeria (London : Fisher Unwin, 1900).
t Libyan Notes (London : Mucmillans, 1901).
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Feb. 7.] SOCIETY OF ANTIQUARIES. 243

the ' megalithic' monuments to which the term is applied
have proved without exception, so far as I know, to be of
Roman date, in Algeria there are a large number of senams
which are really prehistoric—the dolmens and stone-built
tumuli excavated by General Faidherbe at Roknia, and a
number of others of the same character elsewhere. It was
mainly in search of this latter class of monument that Mr.
Randall-Maclver's journey was undertaken, and consequently
it was mainly by accident that his native guides led him to
any of the Roman senam-sihes. This may excuse the very
fragmentary character of the notes which follow, and also
may serve to indicate the great mass of material which awaits
the first explorer who makes these, and not the earlier senams,
his main objective.

As all the sites under review are very fragmentary, it will
perhaps be as well to begin with the least imperfect, and to
illustrate it by the far better preserved examples from the
Tarhuna hill-country of Tripoli.

This site, which is known as Omm-el-Ashera,' the mother
of columns,' * lies about 3£ hours' ride from Bou Homar, some
two hours eastward up the valley of the Firis, then one hour
south from the river, in a valley which forms a road from
Lambessa to Arris, and determined in Roman times the course
of that from Lambessa to Tibessa. The site lies on a knoll in
a wide valley, and is marked by several oblong enclosures,
oriented to S.S.W., and outlined by rows of squared stones set
on end. Three of these are fairly well preserved, and there
seem to have been more; though the villagers have taken
away and destroyed much.

The chief enclosure, like that of Senam el Arif and others
in Tripoli,t has evidently consisted of two lines of piers and
wall, but the west and north sides of the outer ring are
almost wholly destroyed; and several of the stones of the
inner ring have been removed near the south-west corner.
The inner ring measures 21 paces from E.S.E. to W.N.W., and
19 paces from N.N.E. to S.S.W.; and the space between the
inner and the outer ring is three paces wide, which roughly
corresponds with the width of the similar space in the best
preserved sites in Tripoli.

The site is evidently of Roman date; it is strewn with
fragments of rude home-made Samian ware; and the rows of
standing stones belong clearly to the same kind of ashlar pier
which at Tripoli, and elsewhere in Algeria, as well as on the

* Cf. the very similar phrase Omm (or Mm~) el Amamtd, applied to an oil
press site iu Syria. Tristram, The Land and the Booh, 207.

f See Proceedings, 2nd S. xvii. 280, etc.
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244 PROCEEDINGS OF THE [1901,

Tripolitan smam-sites, is set at regular intervals to strengthen
the rubble wall, traces of which were clearly visible above the
grass at Omm-el-Ashera. The piers of the principal enclosure
were some 2 m. in height; one fallen stone measured 2'65 m.,
and its sides respectively "54 m. and "37 m.

In the outer wall, on the S.S.W. side, and close to the S.E.
corner, lies, overturned, a large squared stone which probably
has served as a doorpost. Its total height is 2-55 m., and its
sides are -56 m. wide ; its upper end is cut away on both sides for
•50 m., so as to form a shoulder, which probably carried the
lintel; and about half way down, between 1*27 m. and l'4O m.
from the shoulder, is a deep squared notch, 13 m. wide, running
•40 m. back from the face, or nearly across the side of the pier.
This has all the appearance of a socket for a large wooden
bolt, such as is very common in the uprights of the Tripoli-
tan seraim-trilithons, and occurs also occasionally in the
lintels.

In the west corner of the site lie about three-quarters of
what Mr. Randall-Maclver describes as a large stone sar-
cophagus. I think, however, that it is more likely to be one
of the large oil tanks of which fragments occur on some of the
Tripolitan sites, and of which a small but very elaborate
example is preserved in the Museum of Valletta.

Many similar enclosures are to be seen in the plain of the
Firis, between Omm-el-Ashera and Bou Homar.

In all cases the character of the masonry and the fragments
of pottery on the surface show that they are of Roman date ;
and the analogy of the Tripolitan enclosures makes it clear
that they represent half fortified farms of a type which
seems in fact to have survived in the modern houses of the
district.

Further still down the course of the Firis, between Bou
Homar and Lambessa, Mr. Randall-Maclver describes another
series of remains which confirm the Roman character of those
at Omm-el-Ashera ; oblong enclosures exactly like those
already described, and also circles of stones, which appear
to be likewise of Roman date.

Further on again, and quite close to Lambessa, there is
another circular enclosure of the same type, of which Mr.
Randall-Maclver has secured a photograph. In this case also
the Roman date was evident from the occurrence of fragments
of Samian ware within the circle, and from the distinctive
dressing of the squared stones, which are wholly unlike those
of the really early monuments of Roknia and elsewhere,
which are described in Mr. Wilkin's book.

Close to Lambessa at the 19th kilometric stone from Batna
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Feb. 7.] SOCIETY OF ANTIQUARIES. 245

are the remains of yet another enclosure of an oblong type ;
and in this case there stands, on one of the long sides of the
enclosure, an erect trilithon, which presents a number of
analogies with those of the Tripolitan sewam-sites. In this
instance, however, the uprights stand not on a single base-
block, but on two distinct footing-stones, and these rest in
their turn upon the heads of uprights which are only partly
visible above ground (reproduced here, by kind permission,
from p. 156 of Mr. Wilkin's book).

TBILITHON NEAR LAMBESSA.

The uprights and lintel though left rough, have been squared
and worked with tools, and show the peculiar indentations, like
the marks of quarry-wedges, on their untrimmed surfaces,
which are to be seen on many of the Tripolitan uprights.
Their late date is further 'shown by the discovery 'just
beneath them' of several sherds of thin red pottery of Roman
fabric. The through-holes which are so characteristic of the
Tripolitan senams appear to be absent, but the uprights are
set too close together to serve as a door, though unfortunately
I am not able to give any precise measurements. So far as
can be judged from the photograph and Mr. Randall-Maclver's
verbal description, the trilithon, if, as is probable, it served like
the Tripolitan senams as the frame of an oil press, must have
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246 PROCEEDINGS OF THE [1901,

been fitted with a wooden lining to take the ends of the
cross-bars, in which case the uprights and lintel served merely
to support the lining and hold it firmly in place when pressure
was applied to the press-beam.

Mr. Randall-Maclver, however, suggests that this trilithon
may have belonged to a press of the type in which the press-
bed (of which no trace remains in this instance) lies between
the uprights, and in which the pressure is applied vertically
either by driving in wedges or by a screw. This latter type,
as I hinted in my previous note,* appears to have been the
commoner in the Western Mediterranean, and to have been in-
troduced there, probably by Carthaginian industry, from a home
on the Syrian Coast; while the lever type belongs to Anatoliaand
the iEgean, and in the Tripolis is a legacy of Hellenic influence.
The evidence as to the post-Roman oil-presses of Algeria has
not yet been properly collected ; but Mr. Randall-Maclver
notes two points: first, that the mill and press used now by
the Kabyles are only remotely derived from the common
Roman press; second, that this evidence is itself of no great
value because the present method of oil-milling appears to
be of quite recent introduction; in fact when Hanoteau and
Letourneux were writing, some ten years ago, it was only
beginning to supersede a method of hand-milling which seems
from the descriptions to have been very like that which Mr.
Evans and I found still in use among the Tripolitan Tarhunis.
A good photographic representation of the oil-mill and oil-
press now in use will be found on p. 195 of Mr. Wilkin's
took.

The lintel of this trilithon presented one curious feature,
a bolt socket, like that of the stone at Omm-el-Ashera,
which has been- described already. Mr. Randall-Maclver
infers from this that the stone at Omm-el-Ashera was origin-
ally used as a lintel; but it is quite as likely that the lintel
now under consideration may be a disused upright. Similar
instances of the use of second-hand material are not at all
uncommon in the Tripolitan sites, and at Senam-el-Arif there
are two similar notches in a lintel."

W. J. C. MOENS, Esq., F.S.A., Local Secretary for Hamp-
shire, submitted the following report on recent discoveries in
Romsey Abbey Church:

" I have the honour to report, as a Local Secretary for
Hampshire, that I visited Romsey Abbey Church on October
29th last in order to view the recent discovery of the founda-

* Proc. 2nd S. xvii. 294.
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tions of portions of the northern side wall and of the apse of
the church before the rebuilding of the same in the time
of Bishop de Blois (1129-1171). Some indication of the
architect of this rebuilt and present church may possibly be
afforded by an inscription, to be found on a capital in the
south aisle at the east end of the choir, of a winged figure
carrying either a carpenter's square or the model of a pair of
principal rafters, on which is inscribed ' Robert me fecit.' On
the other side on a similar figure is found ' Robert tu te
consule d.s.' Dr. Ingram, in his Memorials of Oxford, attri-
butes the edifice to Robert de Cricklade, abbot of Oxford,
during the greater part of the reign of Henry II.

Every facility for due inspection was kindly afforded me
by the vicar, the Rev. J. Cooke Yarborough, and Major
Mortimer, one of the churchwardens, who carefully explained
the details of the discovery made, when relaying the floor of
the church with wood blocks, and of the steps taken to open
up the foundations to their base.

I had also the advantage of the help of Mr. Norman
C. H. Nisbett, A.R.I.B.A., of Winchester, in making measure-
ments.

It appears that the foundations of the walls of the prior
church were utilised, when rebuilding the same, for the
foundations of the pillars of the nave. The northern wall of
the former church extended to a distance of 4 feet 6 inches
eastward of the N.W. pier of the present tower, as clearly
shown by the north portion of the uncovered foundations, but
the similar portion on the south side beyond the S.W. pier,
and also of the apse adjoining, appear to have been removed
at the period of the rebuilding, as, with the exception of one
stone, nothing is now to be found eastward of the S.W. pier
for some little distance. The foundations, composed of rough
concrete in which are many rough flints, rest on the undis-
turbed soil, one long flat stone being under the concrete in
one place, having a Roman tile on one end of it. These con-
crete foundations are at the top surface 4 feet 9 inches wide, at
the base about 6 feet 9 inches, and are 4 feet 4 inches deep, the
upper surface having on the east side ten wrought weather-
worn stones, which apparently had formed the bottom course
of the outside of a former wall, and they vary in thickness
from about 1 foot to 6 inches. One or two other Roman
tiles about 1 foot square by 1 inch thick were found when
uncovering the work. The circular apse was open to a length
of 17 feet on the outside of it, and as far as the Minton tiled
pavement in front of the chancel screen, the vicar and church-
wardens being disinclined to open up more on account of the
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248 PROCEEDINGS OF THE [1901,

expense of relaying the pavement, which has not been long
put down.

The radius of the apse is, as nearly as can be got at, about
16 feet 5 inches, which would bring its south-west end to a
little within the centre line of the old foundations on the
south end, so that it appears the apse was flattened to a
small extent at its east end. The distance between the inside
portions of the present N.W. and S.W. piers of the tower is
26 feet 3 inches.

Understanding that Mr. Peers has been to Romsey to make
a ground plan of these foundations, it is unnecessary for me
to work out such a plan from the measurements made by me
and Mr. Nesbitt.

On November 28th I received from the Rev. J. Cooke
Yarborough another communication reporting that other
foundations of apparently the same building to which the
apse pertained had been found under the centre pavement of
the nave and thence to its south pillars. On a second visit
on Thursday, November 29th, I found that the vicar had
taken careful measurements of the foundations of part of a
wall which had formed the south side of the chancel to which
the above apse formed the eastern end. Opposite the third
pillar of the nave a concrete and stone foundation of a cross
wall was found running due north. At the south end of this
cross wall the foundation was 3 feet wide, but at 8 feet
from the south end it increases to 6 feet 10 inches wide,
apparently continued, according to the statement of a work-
man employed, to the same width at the northern end, but
this portion had been covered with the new wood pavement
before the apse was discovered. The foundation of the
south wall continues for about 30 feet beyond the cross wall,
where it terminates abruptly with a square surface, but as
there are many old vaults in this part of the church, there
may have been interference with these foundations at any
time in the past. Apparently in all the space eastward of
the cross foundations there have been three different levels on
which were formerly pavements:

1. A cement floor about 2 inches thick, about 6 inches
below the level of the present flooring.

2. Gravel concrete 6 inches to 8 inches thick, on which
there are about 2 inches of burnt wood and cinder debris, in
which are small pieces of stained glass.

3. A cement floor (of which I have sent a piece) about 1
inch thick.

By the continued courtesy of the vicar I am enabled to
append his notes and sketches, which will further, illustrate
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and explain this interesting second discovery. By a timely
donation, as the remains were to be covered up the next morn-
ing, I was able to arrange with the vicar for men to be put
on at once to determine the extent of the burnt remains, and
the depth and width of the cross wall, and some other
points.

There will without doubt be much conjecture as to the
edifice which stood on these foundations. One may probably
be that this was the chancel of the former abbey church
reserved for the nuns, and that there was a close rood screen
on the cross foundations with, on the wider portion, an oval

' structure, containing a staircase leading to the rood, forming
the north side of the screen. Before the dissolution of the
abbey, a portion of the north aisle was used for the worship
of the parishioners, there being no other church in Romsey.
In the same way the nave, or western portion of it, in the
previous church may have been used for the same purpose,
the nuns being secluded in the closed chancel.

A question which naturally arises is the date of the build-
ing of the church, the apse and chancel of which were on the
foundations now discovered. It may be the opinion of some
that these foundations are not Saxon, but it will be for those
who hold this to. show that Romsey abbey church was again
re-built between the known times of the earlier structures
and that of the present building of the 12th century.

It is on record that Romsey Abbey owes its foundation to
Edward the Elder, and it is said that this was made about the
year 907. It was reconstructed by a successor, King Edgar,
circa 967,' Rex Anglorum pacificus Eadgarus, in monasterio
Rumesige, quod avus suus rex Anglorum Eadwardus Senior
construxerat, sanctimoniales collocavit, sanctamque Mser-
wynnam super eas abbatissam constituit.' * The signature
' Ego, Merewenna, Abbatissa de Rumsege " is the tenth on the
charter conferring lands and privileges to the Abbey of
Romsey on Christmas Day, 974.

Wessex was ravaged by the Danes, and the churches
destroyed in about the period 994-997, after which the abbey
church was again rebuilt.

There does not appear to be a record of any other rebuild-
ing of the church until the> time of Bishop de Blois. It is
difficult therefore to suppose that the foundations of the
chancel and apse and perhaps nave recently discovered can be
other than those of the reconstruction in or about the closing
years of the 10th century."

* Chronioon Morentii Wigorniensis (ed. Eng. Hist. Soc. 1848), i. 141.-
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C. R. PEERS, Esq., M.A., read a paper on the recent dis-
coveries at Eomsey, showing their bearing on the plan of the
Saxon abbey church.

Mr. Peers's paper will be printed in Archaeologia.

H. D. HARROD, Esq., F.S.A., by permission of E. M. Mobley,
Esq., exhibited a bronze pot lately found on a rubbish heap at
Barmouth:

The pot, which is globular in form, is 2 | inches diameter
at the top, and has round the middle a cast-work band § inch
wide ornamented in relief with pairs of birds and beasts.
Above this three rude fleurs-de-lis are cast upon the body. On
one side is a straight handle, which is strengthened by a loop

u
BRONZE POT FOUND AT BAEMOUTH. (J linear.)

beneath its junction with the body, and ornamented on its
upper surface by a band of the same pattern as that on the
pot. The pot once rested on three stout legs, but all have
been broken, and the shortest remaining has a line cut round
as if the intention were to get rid of all three stumps.

The pot is in poor condition, with many flaws and blisters.
It seems to date from the latter part of the 13th century.

L. B. PHILLIPS, Esq., F.S.A., exhibited a miniature of Her
late Majesty Queen Victoria, Patron of the Society.

Thanks were ordered to be returned for these exhibitions
and communications.
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